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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 


SIGNS OF A GOSPEL BISHOP. 


Some angel guide my pen, whi'e I attempt to pourtray the digni- 
fie! and interesting character of a minister of Jehovah's sanctuary; 
or rather, may that spirit, who alone can raise up and qualify for 
that important and sacred office, illumine my mind and enlarge 
my heart, to see and feel as shall become the momentous subject. 
Then shall I not fail to tell “‘how beautiful are the feet of him who 
brings the glad_tidings of salvation.”? He has followed the glorious 
Head of the church in the regeneration; his soul is the receptacle of 
all those holy principles, superna! affections, heavenly aims and be- 
nevolent emotions, that characterize those who are born from above; 
being taught and qualified from heaven. as an examp'e to the flock 
over whom the Holy Ghost has masde him overseer; he is no novice 
in all that adorns private, or gives dignity to publick character. Con- 
template him moving in the domestic circle: with what solemn yet 
affectionate deportment does he carry himself, as a husband, parent, 
master; never teeming with levity, nor bursting in wrath toward 
any of his family or dependants, but gent!e, patient and spiritual, 
midst all the cares incident to the support and government of his 
household, each and all of whom, morning, noon and night, are 
borne on the arms of his supplications to the throne of grace, and 
for whom heaven’s richest blessings are devoutly asked. Behold 
this *man of God” as he moves in the wider sphere of social inter- 
course: how pleasing and profitable as an acquaintance, ever bene- 
volently acting or instructively speaking; hew decorous and truly 
vraceful as a visitant, attentive toall the civilities, and fraught with 
all the amities of social life, his visits are greeted with the most 
heartfelt welcome, and attended with pleasure and improvement to 
all that partake of them. How invaluable is his friendship; in the 
possession of that, is realized all the blessings that the firmest affec- 
lions, most upright principles, and solid reffections can impart. 
But bright as this man is in his private, he is still more so in his 
publick character; and though here his duties swell toa maguitude 
and number beyond expression, yet, by the grace of God, he is qua- 
lified and strengthened to discharge them all, and upon that grace 
he relies, Having deeply felt that no mere mortal is “sufficient for 
these things,” he is daily and hourly importunate at a throne of 
grace for strength to present himself before his people as “a pattern 
of good works,” as an altectionate pastor and faithful bishop of thei: 
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souls; and in this intercourse with his God, he drinks deep into that 
spirit of solemnity, purity, gentleness and love, which commands 
the veneration and rallys round him the best affections of his flock: 
while to this, he adds the most indefatigable study and prayerful 
meditation of the inspired volume, that he may obtain *‘spiritual 
gifts, and excel to the edifying of the church.’ Nor are these strong 
cries, these spiritual throes and labourious studies for nought, or in 
vain; no, by these characteristick exercises he comes forth to the 
services of the sanctuary, with a mind fraught with ail that can in- 
struct, cheer, elevate and establish the souls of *‘waiting saints: 
in their comfort, he is comforted; in their joy, he rejoices; and only 
values life.in proportion to the blessings he may impart to the Sion 
of his God. With the liveliest emotions, he con take up the lan- 
guage of the apostles. and exclaim, “O ye christians, my mouth is 
open unto you, my heart is eplarged, and I am prepared to do all 
things, endure all things, for your edifying, that you may obtain the 
salvation which is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory:” in witness 


among you; gentle toward you, even as a nurse cherisheth her 
children, approving myself as the minister of God, in much pa- 
tience, in labours, in watchings, in fastings, by pureness, by know- 
ledge, by long suffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love un- | 




























whereof, behold “how holily, justly and unblamably I behave myself | 







feigned.” And, Oh! “who shall speak the high serene delight that 
kindles in his own soul,” while he is imparting the precious gospel 
to the hungry and thirsty souls of the righteous, and in witnessing 
them grow, under his endearing instructions, in grace and in the 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ—that joy is unspeakable, and 
such as a stranger intermeddleth not with. No, these rich consvla- 
tions, these luxurious feelings, are only known to that character we 


have been describing; 









Who, “in his duty, prompt at every call,” 

Will “watch, and weep, and pray, and feel for all: 
And as a bird each fond endearment tries, 

To tempt its new-fledg’d offspring to the skies,” 
Will “try each art, reprove each dull delay, 
Allure to brighter worlds, and lead the way.” 

















Deeply sensible himself that all is vanity and vexation of spiri! 
to the new-born soul, in this world, he stirs up the minds of those 
committed to his care, to tie remembrance of that inheritance which 
is “incorruptidle, undefiled, and that fadeth not away,” while he sets 
them a noble example of christian fortitude and patience, under all 
the cares, trials and afflictions of the present life, and of which he \ 
has a large and peculiar portion to endure; for, as he partakes large 
ly in the consolations, so also in the sufferings of Christ, suffering? 
which none but those who are evangelical and faithful pastors ca® 
know or fee's but for which there is a “needs be,” inasmuch as this 
alone can fully qualify him in experience, in feeling, and under: 
standing, to minister to the various wants of his “peculiar people. 
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at Taheite, with about ten natives (converts) going round tne island 


But, under all the pressure of his cares. under all the assaults of 


earth and fury of hell, he’s sure to stand— 


“As some tall cliff, that lifts its awful form, 

Swells from the vale and midway leaves the storm; 
While round its breast the rolling clouds are spread, 
Eterna! sunshine setties on its head.” 


Such, in brief, are the signs of a gospel bishop; such is the being 
that. next to my God, I love and reverence the must; and happy, 
thrice happy is that church that has such a pastor; they will have 
“rest,and walk_in the fear of God and in the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost, and be multiplied.” 

Should any one think that this character is. for the most part, the 
creature of imagination only, | would say, that such a person has 
very little spirituality to relish, or very little acquaintance with the 
scriptures to discern, what constitutes a gospel bishop; and though 
thev may point out many having the name, and who are nearly the 
opposite of all that has been here described, in temper, in habits, 
manners, principles and conduct; and who, instead of being a bless- 
ing to the churches over whom they preside, are the greatest curses, 
feeding them in publick with the spirit of genera! contention, and in 
private with local animosities; whe, in short, not only “play such 
fantastick’ tricks before high heaven.as make the angels weep,” but 
derogate from the character of the denomination and churches to 
which they belong, and make “the in!abitants of Sion to howl and 
suffer unutterable things.”’ ‘Though all this may be said of some 
who are called bishops, yet, thanks to the grace of God, there are 
multitudes of ministers who are “clothed with salvation,” and far 
outstrip the portrait here given. May every church that is blessed 
with the latter character, appreciate its value, and break forth in 
thanksgiving and praise te the giver of every good and perfect gift, 
for the inestimable blessing. And on the other hand, may those 
churches that are tormented with the former character, neither give 
sleep to their eyes nor slumber to their eyelids, uotil they have 
found out *a man after God’s own heart” to rule over them. 

HUR. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
FOREIGN. 
LATEST ACCOUNTS FROM THE SOUTH SEAS. 


We are indebted to our obliging correspondent at Bristol, for the 
following interesting missionary intelligence, communicated fo: 
the Christian Herald. 

Extract of a letter from Mr, Bicknell to the Rev. Dr. Haweis. 
“My dear partner 1s still at Eimeo, with my four children. [am 
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preaching and teaching the gospel. I have many anxious cares 
about my family, and should have more if my whole time was not 
fully occupied in teaching the natives. Weare all day teaching 
them to read and write, and chiefly to read the catechism. In the 
afternoon d preach to them; in general ev ery day, (except $ Saturday) 
and three times every Lord’s day. They keep me up every even. 
ing asking me questions. The night before Jast they were at it all 
night. Since I sat down to write this, a messenger has arrived from 
the king, who is at Eimeo, ordering that in every district a house 
should be built for a school, separate “from the house for prayer, and 
that the best informed of the natives should teach the others to read, 
Many spelling books are now printing by the brethren at the mis. 
sion press, since it arrived with brother Ellis. Sir, please to send 
us some books—some of yours and Mr. Jay’s sermons. Thank Mr, 
Whitchurch for Miss Pyke’s book, and his own: please to tell him 
I have not time to write more—hope he will excuse it. 

Tam desired to thank you, on behalf of my brethren, for your 
kind letter, which we received by brother Ellis. Sosthne and sis. 
ter Ormond are also safely arrived, and in good health, and are la. 
bouring hard at the language. 

I am at present at Papyreede, and the principal chief of the island 
is with me, who is next the king. He and the natives are very 
pressing with me to bring: my wife and family here, and be their 
teacher. He often engages in prayer at our publick services, some- 
times before and sometimes after sermon, and writes the sermon in 
his journal. The last Lor«d’s day we had at his place of worship 600 
people: and we have daily about 100 that attend our family worship 
in this place. 

The importunity of the leeward islands has engaged the mis 
sionaries to divide into two bodies; one to go down to them, the 
other to rest with the windward is!ands with their children, now 
become a large aud increasing body. 

( To be concluded. ) 





DOMESTICK. 


AN ABSTRACT 
Of the “Report of the select committee of the society for propagating 


the gospel among the Indians and others in North America.” 
Head and accepted Movember 6, 1817 


The operations of the society have sili in the destitute settle- 
ments of the district of Maine, and among the Indians, viz. the 
Stockbridge tribe, the Senecas, and Munsees. 

1. In the District of Maine. 

The Rev. Dr. Nathaniel Porter performed a mission of two 
months at Fryeburg and the vicinity, during which time he visited 
many tamilies and was assiduously careful to converse with them 
concerning the salvation of their souls. On this mission he “ad- 
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ministered baptism five times, attended four commu nions, preach- 
ed ten lectures, attended five funerals, and visited all the schools. 
A number of persons appearing to be under serious linpressions, he 
continued with them three or four weeks afterwards, “endeavour- 
ing to win them wholly to Christ, in the same manner as when in 
the service of the society; for he could not leave them in this state.” 
He employed much of his time in visiting. As God seemed to own 
and bless such means, he considered it as a duty to pursue them. 

The Rev. Asa Piper performed a mission of two months, at Bel- 
fast and the vicinity. He first visited Thomaston, and preached 
on the Sabbath to arespectable assembly. His labours were prin- 
cipally in the towns of Camden, Belfast, Belmont, Dixmont, Unity, 
and a small plantation contigous to Belfast, owned by the Waldo 
heirs. Inseveral of these places he observes, there are individuals 
well disposed towards religious purposes; and they possess such 
local privileges, that, were they a united people, the support of a 
minister would be no burden.” 

The Rev. Danie! Lovejoy entered on a mission of three months 
at Robbinston and the vicinity. He spent in Robbinston ten Sab- 
baths, preached many lectures, and visited much from house to 
house. “During my stay in this place,” he writes, “I was treated 
with the utmost kindness by the people, and had reason to believe, 
that my feeble attempts in the gospel of Christ were crowned with 
visible success. Mr. Lovejoy preached considerably and visited at 
No. 1.a plantation adjoining Robbinston, containing fifty or sixty 
families. ‘There is”? he writes, “in this plantation a considerable 
settlement of Indians, whom I visited repeatedly, and conversed 
with the governour. He seemed to be a man of some intelligence; 
but, in general they seemed to be in a wretched state.” Mr. L. 
preached several times at No. JIl. where there were about twenty 
families well disposed towards the gospel: a!so at No. Il. about 15 
miles from Robbinston, where are considerable settlements. At 
Pennamaquan he preached three lectures. At Dennysville, where 
B the peopie appeared very attentive, he preached four lectures, and 

on one Sabbath. ‘There is a congregational church in this piace, 
and the Lord’s supper was now first administered here. At Or- 
angetown,a plantation in that vicinity, he preached once, and was 
informed, that it was the only sermon delivered in the place for six 
years. There were here but few families, “but they seemed very 
desirous of hearing the word of God, ana able and willing to con- 
tribute of their substance for the support of the gospel. Besides 
’ the places already mentioned, he preached one Sabbath at Frank- 
, fort, and one at Unity. During the mission he preached fifty-six 
times, made 194 family visits, attended eight meetings for prayer 
and religious conversation, administered the Lord’s supper four 
times, baptised one person of adult age, and twenty-five children, 
and visited four schvols. 
_Uhe Rev. Josiah Peet performed the service assigned him at 
4 Norridgewock and the vicinity. In his mission he spent oine weeks, 
preached 43 times, attended four conferences, visited eight sick 
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ersons, one school, and upwards of 40 families. His labours were 
received with apparent cordiality and gratitude, aud a repetition of 
them uniformly solicited. 

The Rev. John Sawyer was assiduously engaged during the year 
in the important duties of minister and preceptor; four months off 
which were by the appointment of this society at Brownville and 
the vicinity. Excepting when he went at a considerable distance 
to preach, he taught schooi six days in the week. The number of 
scholars was 39. He distributed many Testaments, from which 
were seen very good effects. The school under his care promise; 
much benefit to the place and surrounding region. 

The Rev. Henry True commenced his labours at Appleton an 
the vicinity the 7th of January. His labours were at Appleton, 
Searsmont, Putnam, and Montville. In the first mentioned place 
the attention to religion among all denominations has been of lat 
greater than usual. The meetings were generally well attended, 
and thanks expressed for the services rendered by the society. |i 
the vicinity during the summer, he preached many lectures; ma 
visits, attended conferences, and distributed manv books. 

The Rev, Mr. Nurse continues his useful labours at Ellswort 
and the vicinity. Although his impaired heaith has not permitted 
so great exertions as formerly, yet he proceeds in his course wit 
a faith and hope, which the greatness of the cause, and a confidene 
in God, inspire. The school under his care has been kept in open 
tion about ten months of the year past. By the methods pursue 
he has endeavoured to store the minds of the youth with religu 
knowledge, and to fourm them to the love and practice of mo 
goodness. He has lately introduced into his school, a variety: 
valuable and interesting religious tracts. These are read on th 
Sabbath, and the pupils are afterwards required to give an accoul 
of their contents, The influence of this school is extensively felt: 
this new part of tne country, A goodly number have been qua 
fied in it to become respectable and useful teachers. In the pi 
year seven young men, and 18 young women from this, have he 
charge of otier schools, spread over a tract of country 150 miles 
length. 

The Rev. Dr. Porter has performed a second mission to Fryebu 
and the vicinity, and seldom has a mission been crowned with gre 
ter success. He spent ten Sabbaths, preached several lecturty 
visited sixty families and nine schools, baptised nine children a 
four adults, and admitted sixteen persons into the church in Fr 
burg. ‘The congregational society in that town.employed him ait 
the term of his mission was closed, and the divine blessing still ‘ 
tended his Jabours. Since the close of the mission he admitte 
three persons to communion, and baptised two heads of famili 
and four children. “There are,” he writes, “eight persons whe 0! 
stand propounded, one of whom, the head of a family, was nev 
baptised. The number of children in these families is 24, all to' 

resented for baptism; the whole number of ‘adults, reckoning " 
candidates for admisston is seven. The number of children, in 
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ding the 24 to be soon offered, amounts to 37. In forty-four years 
of my ministerial labours, I have never seen so large a number of 
souls gathered into the kingdom of Christ in so short a time. The 
spirit of inquiry is still awake, and a hopeful number under serious 
impressions. he God of all grace perfect this, which, I believe, 
is his own work.” 

2, The Stockbridge Indians. 

The state of the Indians under the care of Mr. Sargeant appears 
to be generally similar to that represented in the last report of the 
society. In his journal of the 29th June, he says, 

“With satisfaction and pleasure I will further note, that there 
appears a general reformation among my people, much more than I 
have observed since they moved into this country. The Indians, 
who depend much on corn for their support, have been, and are now 
very much distressed for bread on account of the uncommon sea- 
son; but they go ai ong white people where it 1s to be obtained, and 
return and appear sober and diligent in their business. The un- 
common providence displayed in the seasons, appears to be blessed 
to their spiritual and temporal good.” 

3. The Senecas and Munsees. 

The Rev. Timothy Alden, (president of Alleghany College.) in 
pursuance of the appointment of the society, has visited the Seneca 
and Munsee Indians, and performed missionary service among the 
white inhabitants of the southwestern settlements. He began the 
mission on the ist of August, and returned to Meadville early in 
September. In this period he preached 31 times, baptised one infant, 
attended 2 prayer meetings, called on many families, conversed and 
prayed with the sick wherever to be found in his route, and visited 
three Indian schools, On the Sabbath he officiated, “1. Ina barn on 
the broken straw;* 2, In Cornplanter’s house at Jen-ne-sa-da-ga; 3 
At a publick house in the township of Eden; 4, Ata school house in 
the Seneca village, near Buffalo; 5, At a schoo! house in Jemestown, 
situated on the rapids below Chaud-dank-walake; 6. At Oil Creek, 
28 miles from Meadville, and at the house of Joseph Armstrong, of 
the Bg Sugarcreek. He preached whenever and wherever an as- 
sembly could be collected; which sometimes scarcely a:nounted to 
20, and seldom to more than fifty hearers, excepting upon the Sab- 
bath, when he sometimes had nearly two hundred.” 

In Cornplanter’s village, extending one mile along the banks of 
the Alleghany, are 48 persons of different ages and both sexes, [ 
preached twice in the spacious house of that noble spirited chief, 
which was well filled, and mostly with Indians. Some of these 
were from Peter Krous’s neighbourhood, and from Cold Spring. 
Henry Obeel, Coraplanter’s eldest son, a major in the late war, 
officiated as my interpreter.” At the close of each of the discour- 
ses, Cornplanter delivered an interesting address, in which he ex- 
— his gratitude for the notice taken of him and his people. 

e also kindly accompanied Mr. Alden to Cole Spring, to visit 


*A stream emptying into the western side of the Alleghany. 
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Red Jacket ind his people. Here is an Indian schoo! taught by 
Mr. E!kington at the expense of the friends. Mr. A. preached i) in 
Big Valley. nigh the upper end of the Indian reserve, which lies 
upon the Alleghany. An-neh-yesh, usually called Long John, and 
more than adozen other Indians attended the meeting, The chief 
made a speech, in which he thanked the missionaries, for coming to 
see the Indians, and to preach to them, and wished him to express 
his grateful acknowledgements to the good people who thought so 
much of the poor Indians as to send a preacher to them. Mr. Al- 
den visited tne Indian school .t the Seneca village on the shore of 
Lake Erie, 14 miles from Buffalo. This school has been taught by 
Mr. Hyde five years. Here. contrary to his expectations, he was 
permi itted to preach to Indians in the village which is the most 
populous of any inhabited by the Senecas. Having called on Young 
King and Capt. Pollard, two of the most influential chiefs, who ex- 
pressed their satisfaction in his visit and its object, and cheerfull 
agreed to notify their people toa meeting on the Sabbath. We re- 
gret that our limits do not permit us to give the very interesting 
account of this meeting and of the speech made by Capt. Pollard 
on the occasion. 

“Mr. Alden visited the Cataraugust village, but the chiefs were 
absent. The inhabitants of this village are all Senecas, except 
about 6 families, who are Munsees. At the Seneca village on Buf- 
falo Creek, are about 700 Senecas, 16 Munsees,some Onondagas, 
some Cayugas, and a few Squaukees. In the different reserves the 
Senecas amouut to something more than 2000. The language of the 
Munsees is radically different from that of the former. They are 
so called from the name of the place where they lormerly liv ed, ona 
branch of the Susquehawna. but are of the Delaware tribe.” 

The resu!t of the Rev. Mr. Alden’s observations on the character 
of the Indians and their need of instruction, we give in his own 
words. 

“The more I have attended to the situation of the aboriginal part 
of our extensive republick, the more I have been convinced, that to 
teach the Indians with effect the truths of the gospel, ministers 
must live with them. learn their language, and preach to them in 
their vernacular tongue. It is generally difficult to procure an in- 
terpreter of abilities, and still more so to preach in such a manner 
that justice may be done to many subjects, and a faithful transla- 
tion be given. The fact is, the languages of our red brethren are 
barren of terms for conveying many truths to their understanding. 
Still, if a minister were fully” acquainted with their language and 
mode of illustrating subjects, he would be able to convey his mean- 
ing in a way which would be comprehended. 

The society has productive property tothe amount of $23,167 75. 

His honour Witiiam Paris. esq. is president, aud Mr. Sam- 
vEL H. WaALLEy, treasurer. 
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FROM THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 


Mission of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the State of New- 
York, to the Oneida Indians. 


The Protestant Episcopal church in the state of New-York have, 
for several years, employed Mr Exreazar Witiiams, a young man 
of Indian extraction, as a catechist and schoolmaster, among the 
Oneida Indians, who reside in the western part of the state. Some 
months since they sent the following address to the right rev. bishop 
Hosart. It was written by a young Indian, who is a communi- 
cant of the church. 

We understand the bishop, during his present visit in the west- 
ern part of the state, expects to spend a Sunday at Oneida Cast'e, 
and to administer to several of the Indians. whom Mr. Williams has 
carefully instructed, and whose lives. correspond with their religi- 
ous profession, the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s supper, 
and the ordinance of confirmation. 


ADDRESS 


Of the Chiefs of the Oneida Nation of Indians in the State of New- 
York, to the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart. 


Richt Rev. Father, 
We salute you in the name of the ever adorable, ever blessed, and 

ever living sovereign Lord of the universe; we acknowledge this 

great and almighty Being as our creator, preserver, and constant 

benefactor. 

Right Rev. Father, 

We rejoice that we now, with one heart and mind, would express 
our gratitude and thankfulness to our great and venerable father, 
for the favour which he has bestowed upon this nation, viz. in send- 
ing brother Williams among us, to instruct us in the religion of the 
blessed Jesus. When he first came to us, we hailed him as a friend, 
our brother, and our guide in spimtual things: and he shali remain 
in our hearts and minds as long as he shali teach us the ways of the 
Great Spirit above. 

Right Rev. Father, 

We rejoice to say, that by sending brother Williams among us, 
a great light has risen upon us: we see now that the christian reli- 
gion is intended for the good of the Indians as well as the white 
peoples we see it, and do feel it, that the religion of the gospel! will 
make us happy in this and in the world to come. We now profess 
it outwardly, and we hope, by the grace of God, that some of us 
have embraced it inwardly. May it ever remain in our hearts, and 
we be enabled, by the Spirit of the Eternal One, to practice the 
great duties which it points out to us. 

Right Rev. Father, 

Agreeably to your request, we have treated our brother with that 
attention and kindness which you required of us; we have assisted 
him all that was in our power, as to his support: but you know well 
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that we are poor ourselves, and we cannot doa great deal. Though 
our brother has lived very poor since he came among us, but he-is 

atient. ard makes no complaint: we pity him, because we love 
him as we do ourselves. We wish to do something for his support; 
but this is impossible for us to do at present, as we have « tely 
raised between three and four thousand dollars to enable us to build 
a little chapel. 
Right Rev. Father, 

iw e entreat and beseech you not to neglect us. We hope the 
christian people in New-York will help us all that is in their power. 
We hope our brother will by no means be withdrawn from us. If 
this should take place, the cause of religion will die among us; im- 
morality and wickedness will prevail. 


Right Rev. Father, 

As the head and father of the holy and apostolick church in the 
state, we intreat you to take special charge of us. We are igno- 
rant, we are poor, and need your assistance. Come, venerable fa- 
ther, and visit your children, and warm their hearts by your pre- 
sence, in the things which belong to their everlasting peace. 

May the Great Head of the church, whom you serve, be with you, 
and his blessing ever remain with you. 

We, venerable father, 
Remain your dutiful children. 
[ Signed by thirteen Chiefs. | 

Oneida, Jan. 19, 1818. 

THE BISHOP’S ANSWER. 
My Children,* 

{ have received your letter by your brother and teacher, Eleazar 
Williams, and return your affectionate and christian salutation; 
praying that grace, mercy and peace from God the Father, and from 
our Lord Jesus Christ, may be upun you. 


My Children, 

I rejoice to hear of your faith in the one living and true God, and 
in his son Jesus Christ, whom he has sent, whom to know is life 
eternal; and I pray that, by the Holy Spirit of God, you may be 
kept sbendbast i in this faith, and may walk worthy of hie who hath 
called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 


My Children, 

It is true, as you say, that the gospel of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ is intended for Indians as weil as white people. For 
the Great Father of al! hath made of one blood all the nations of the 
earth, and hath sent his son Jesus Christ to teacn them all, and to 
die for them all, that they may be redeemed from the power of sin 
and brought to the acknowledgment of the truth, and to the service 
of the living God. 


* This is the appellation with which the Indians expect to be addressed 
by the bishop. 
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My Children, 

It is true, as you say, that the religion of the gospel will make you 
happy in this world as well as in the world to come; and I join in 
your prayer, that you may profess it inwardly as well as outwardly; 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds, and acquire the holy tempers, and prac- 
tice the holy duties, which the gospel enjoins. And for this pur- 
pose, I beseech you to attend to the instructions of your faithful 
teacher and brother, Eleazar Williams; to unite with him in the 
ho'y prayers of our apostolick church, which he has translated into 
be language; to listen with reverence to the divine word which 

e reads to you; to receive, as through grace you may be qualified 
and may have an } sagen. the sacraments and ordinances of the 
church; and atall times, and in all places, to lift up your hearts in 
supplication to the Father of your spirits, who always and every 
where hears and sees you, fer pardon and grace, to comfort, to 
— and to sanctify you, through your divine mediator, Jesus 

irist. 


My Children, 

Let me exhort you diligently to labour to get your living by culti- 
vating the earth, or by some other lawful calling: you will thus pro- 
mote your worldly comfort, you will be more respected among your 
white brethren, and more united and strong among yourselves. 
And when you are thus engaged, you will be saved from many temp- 
tations; and you will prove yourselves to be good disciples of him 
who, by his inspired apostle, has enjoined that, while we are fervent 
in spirit, we be “not slothful in business.” 

Continue to respect and to love your brother and teacher, Eleazar 
Williams, and to treat him kindly, for he loves you, and is desirous 
to devete himself to your service, that, by God's grace, he may be 
instrumental in making you happy here and hereafter. It is my 
wish that he may remain with you, and be your spiritual guide and 
instructor. 

Mv Children, 

I rejoice to hear that your brethren, the Onondagas, are desirous 
of knowing the words of truth and salvation. I hope you will oot 
complain if your teacher, Eleazar Williams, sometimes visits them, 
to lead them in that way te eternal life, which frem God’s word he 
has pointed out to you. Freely you have received, you should free- 
ly give; and being made partakers of the grace of God, through Je- 
sus Christ, you should be desirous that all your red brethren may 
enjoy the saine precious gift. 

My Children, 

It is my purpose, if the Lord will, to come and see you the next 
suinmer; and J hope to find you as good christians, denying all un- 
ah 3g and mee! lust, and living righteously, soberly and god- 

y in the world. [ shall have you in my heart, and shall remember 
you in my prayers; for you are part of my spiritual charge, of that 
flock Peal the Son of God gave himself, even unto the death 
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upon the cross; and whom he commanded his ministers to seek and 
to gather into his fold, that through him they might be saved for ever. 
My children, may God be with you, and bless you. 
JOHN HENRY HOBART, 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the State of New-York. 


OBITUARY. 
The last illness of the late Rev. P. Lowe, pastor of the congre erations 


belonging to the Dutch reformed church, in Flatbush and Flat- 
lands, Long- Island, in tne state of New-York. 


(Conciuded from page 78, vol. 4.) 


On Saturday evening the Sabbath being spoken of, with elevation 
of soul he exclaimed, “how amiable are thy courts, O Lord of hosts. 
There remaineth a rest for the people of God. O! how I long to 
see Him whom my soul loveth; why tarry thy chariot wheels, O 
Lord, my Saviour! '_But patience—by and by.” 

Having recovered strength; he proceeded. ‘Doctor W. said 
to me this afternoon that I was preaching the gospel from a sick 
bed. ‘This ought to silence all murmuring. O how good it is to suf- 
fer the righteous will of my heavenly father!” He inquired who 
was to preach in his church. Being informed, he said, “0 that my 
dear flock may be fed!” This evening he appeared desirous that 
the discourse should turn wholly upon ‘Heaven. 

Sabbatn, May 24th. This day he was remarkably strengthened; 
so that he spoke distinctly, and was heard in every part of the room. 
He preached almost incessantly to many christian friends who came 
te see him. His words appeared to proceed from the lips of one 
raised from the dead. For he had been extremely low and weak, 
and could not speak so as to be easily understood for five or six 
days before. Admiration was excited in all who heard him. A 
valuable opportunity to many of hearing and seeing the gospel of 
Jesus Christ demonstrated in a way that is calculated to bring con- 

viction home to the heart, and exemplify i in a most striking manner 
the hopes and consolation afforded to the christian in death, through 
the faith that is in Christ Jesus. He repeated the 38th hymn, Qd 

art. 
, This dying christian conversed with his beloved partner in life 
concerning their separation for a while; of their rejoining each other 
in a better country: he fortified her mind by the promises of the 
zospels mentioned the w eighty charge now devolving upon her of 
bringing up their little ones in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, quoting promises of God’s grace for her support. He wish- 
ed to see his dear children. They approached his bed one after 
another. He adapted his parting blessings and instructions to their 
respective ages, capacities, and situations inlife. To his youngest, 


a child about three years old, he said, “love your Father who is in 
heaven.” 
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To many of his children in Christ Jesus he this day gave his dy- 
ing blessing. What expressions of kindness and paternal love flow- 
ed from his lips! His friends and many of his congregation wil! not 
easily forget this Sabbath. He preached for the last time to them, 
from his death bed, the unsearchable riches of Christ Jesus. the only 
hope of a sinver. .He rested the hopes of his own salvation on the 
very same doctrine of the atonement which he had recommended 
to others. His soul and body were strong with vigour, that he might 
bear testimony to the grace of God through our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. In the evening he blessed God for his mercy in giv- 
ing him rest on the Sabbath; “adding to his friends around his bed, 
“this is another of the Sabbath day’s blessings I have experienced.” 
«Often when I have been dull and heavy through the week, I have 
been revived, strengthened, and directed on the Sabbath.” He ex- 
pressed strong wishes that all the members of his congregation 
might continue in the way of the Lord; he was particularly solici- 
tous respecting young believers. 

In conversation with two or three friends, he said, “in the late 
weak state of my body, my mind was steady and capable of con- 
templating divine truths when my spirit is delivered from this pri- 
son of clay . it shall ascend to dwell for ever with the Lord.” “Wher e 
there is nu more sorrow,” added one, *“*where there is.no more sin,” 
he subjoined with emphasis. “If I shall not be able to-speak te you 
again, you must not be disheartened; I will speak as longas I can, 
to encourage you to go on in the way of the Lord.” 

The 61st and 63d chapters of Isaiah were read, at his request, 
and the ist hymn, Ist part, was sung. 

In the morning of this day, when he aw oke from a refreshing rest, 
at 4 o'clock, “welcome sweet day of rest,” were his first words. 
Thus early he commenced his labours on this Sabbath. His style 
was sublime and grand when speaking of the Lord Jesus Cc hrist. His 
advices and admonitions, his commendations of the Saviour: his 
prayers for his friends, and for his churches; his praises for the 
goodness of the Lord, and thanksgiving, on that sacred day, ren- 
dered the duties which his zeal and fidelity prompted him to fulfil, 
very extensive and laborious. 

After this he began to decline fast; and during the following 
days of his continuance he was very weak. Still patient and calm, 
however, and always pleased to hear the promises of the Saviour, 
he would also add a word when he could. As he approached his 
latter end, he relished no words-but the simple word ef God from 
the Bible. To Mrs. Lowe, offering him some medicine, and heping 
it would relieve him, when he was in great distress, he said “if it 
please the Lord.” 

In the evening of this day, “He will not always chide,” said he. 
“neither will he keep his anger for ever.” At the time he was re- 
ceiving some milk and wateris a tea spoon, * Whosoever drinketh 
ol the water that I shall give him, shall never thirst.” Again what 
a merey, Wine and miik without money and without price,”—the 
sincere milk of the word, how refreshing. 
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Doctor J. H. Livingston, his former instructor in divinity, the 
day betore he died, came to see him. ‘The doctor asked him if he 
should pray for him, and if he had any particular thing which he 
wished to be asked in prayer. He answered, “(Grace that [ may 
persevere.” Sometime after his aged friend was gone he said, 
«Come quickly Lord Jesus.” He improved the relief he had in 
the after part of this day in prayer, as was evident by the motion 
of his eyes and hands. He turned his eyes towards a member of 
his church, and appeared desirous that this person should speak to 
him. ‘The Lord is still with you?” He assented with his head. 
You can say “the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin?”—~ 
He lifted his hand as an affirmative answer.—You can say the 
Lord Jesus is all and in all for your salvation.”"—*Q, yes,” was his 
answer. You can say, ‘Bless the Lord, O my soul!” raising his 
head and throwing out his arms, he fixed his eyes towards heaven, 
and paused in adoration. 

Wednesday, June 10th. 1818, a little after 11 o’clock in the fore- 
noon, he quietly and calmly fel! asleep in Jesus his Saviour. 

- About half an hour before he expired, he c'asped his uplifted 
hands, and raised his heavy eyes toward the place of his rest. He 
continued in this attitude as long as he could—his hands fell—his 
eyes closed;—he sat in this posture till his soul took its ftight. 

The above are a few of the remarks and exercises of this chris- 
tian preacher in the latter part of his illness; the greater part of 
which were uttered in the hearing of the writer. One of his most 
fervent ejaculations to the Lord, was, O that God would send my 

eople a faithful—a faithful preacher. Pray, cease not to pray for 
it, said he to a member of his church, 

Often would he say when in much pain, O that it may be sancti- 
fied! 

Toa young man, who, he had understood, wished to be employ- 
ed in the gospel ministry, he said, “The Lord bless you, my son, 
and make you eminently useful in his church.” 

When he had not spoken for some days so as to be easily under- 
stood, after prayer by an aged friend, the power of divine grace 
upon his heart enabled him to speak out distinctly; and he com- 
menced a conversation with his friend on those subjects that were 
most interesting to him. 

The tieart of this preacher of “Christ Jesus and him crucified,” 
was so warmed with the love of the Saviour—his zeal so ardent— 
his compassion to the souls of menso great, tuat he appeared never 
satisfied with speaki'g to fellow-sinners of the great salvation 
through the blood of Jesus. And he was enabied todo this, in a 
great measure, until he joined the redeemed above, who sing the 
song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, say- 
ing, *Great and inarve.ivus are thy works, Lord God aimigzhty; just 
aud true are tiy ways, thou King of satats.” 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


ORDINATION. 

On the first day of December, the Rev. Josuua T. Russet, was 
ordained by the Presbytery of Baltimore; and at the same time in- 
stalled as pastor of the United Church and Congregations of Cabbin 
John and Rockville, in the county of Montgomery. (Md.) 

On this occasion, the Rev. Joun BrackenripcGe, of Rockville, 
presided; the Rev. James Muir, D. D. of Alexandria, preached 
the ordination sermon; and the, Rev. Srernen B. Barca, D. De 


gave the charge. 


-— —— 


THE NEGLECTED BIBLE. 


A Bible once, which long neglected lay, 
Thus to its careless owner seemed to say:— 
“Stop, thoughtless youth, one moment’s space resign, 
And to my silent speech thine ear incline; 

Here, near thy bed I long have lain in view, 

Though wholly overlook’d till now by you. 

Cease, then, thy faithful friend’s advice to slight, 
And though I am not yet thy chief delight, 

If thou wilt hear, I can to thee impart, 

Those wholesome truths which purify the heart. 
Keen pain at first they cause—but thou shalt find, 

I only wound—that God may heal the mind. 

Come listen to my call—no longer stay; 
Destruction, death, and hell, attend delay. 

In me true wisdom reigns, and virtue pure, 

All sorrows, griefs, and woes, my med’cines cure. 
When deep affliction fills thine eyes with tears, 

My faithful promises shall calm thy fears: 
Substantial peace I yield when death is nigh, 

And fix thy hopes on bliss beyond the sky. 

Ah! then will be the time that [ shall be 
Remember’d well, though now forgot by thee!’ 


4 


5. A.S. 


nal 


oe 


Go to your natural religion, lay before her Mahomet and his dis- 
ciples, arrayed in armour and in blood, riding in triumph over the 
spoils of thousands and ten thousands, who fell by his victorious 
sword. Show her the cities which he set in flames, the countries 
which he ravaged and destroyed, aud the miserable distress of all 
the inhabitants of the earth. When she has viewed him in this 
scene, carry her inte his retirements; show her the Propnet’s cham- 
ber, his concubines and wives, and let her see his adulteries, and 
hear him allege cevelation and his divine commission to justify his 
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lusts and his oppressions.— When she is tired of this prospect, then 
show her the blessed Jesus, humble and meek, doing good to all 
the sons of men, patiently instructing the ignorant and the per- 
verse. Let her see him in his most retired privacies; let her fol- 
low him to the Mount, and hear his devotions and supplications to 
God. Carry her to his table, to view his poor fare and hear his 
heavenly discourse. Let her see him injured, but not provoked; 
let her attend him to the tribunal, and consider the patience wth 
which he endured the scoffs and reproaches of his enemies. Lead 
her to his cross, and let her view him in the agonies of death, and 
hear his last prayer for his persecutors: “Father forgive them, tor 
they know not what they do”) When natural religion has viewed 
both, ask which is the Prophet of God? But her answer we have 
already bad, when she saw part of this scene, through the eyes of 
the Centurion who attended at the cross—by him she said, “Truly 
this was the Son of God.” —Sherluck. 


——e- 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


p> Subscribers in Fredericktown, will much oblige the Editor 
by paying the two dollars advance, now due on the fourth volume of 
the Messencer, into the hands of the Rev. Parricx Davipson, one 
of his agents in that place. 

Subscribers in Hagerstown, are requested to pay all mo- 
nies due the Editor, to Mr. Wittiam Kreps. 

p> Subscribers in Middletown, will pleaseto pay all monies 
due the Editor, to Mr. H. G. Oneat. 

ep The folfowing gentlemen are authorised, and respectfully 
requested to receive all monies due the Editor, in the places w'icre 
they reside; and al! subscribers in those places will please to setiie 
up thei accounts as soon as possible:—Mr. Mitiican. Georgetown 
—Mr.James M-Dowe tt, Jlexrandria—Mr.JounJouns, Chambers- 
burg—Rev. Daniet Extiotr, Mercersburg—Mr. Wo. Brookins, 
Shippensburg—and Dr. Samuext AGnew, Harrisburg. 

Bc All the above named gentlemen will please to trans nit the 
monies they may receive by mail, to the Editor, at Rockville, Mont- 
gomery county, (Md.) 

pc All other subscribers in the country. are requested to for- 
ward monies due for the Messenger by mail, to Mr. Joun D. Toy, 
printer, corner of Market and Light streets, Baltimore. 


NOTICE TO PRINTERS. 

gc>> All publishers of papers and periodical works, with whom 
the Editor exchanges, are requested, in future, to direct their pa- 
pers to Rockville, Montgomery county, (Md.) 
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